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Trent University is pleased to extend to you the opportunity to participate in our twenty-seventh annual 
Enrichment Course Program for elementary school students in grades 7 and 8. 
 

Session #1  April 29th and April 30th, 2019 – PVNCCDSB and selected private schools 
Session #2  May 1st and May 2nd, 2019 – KPRDSB Schools and Trillium Lakelands Schools 

 
The program consists of a wide offering of courses designed to promote study at the post-secondary level and 
to provide an opportunity for students to experience a University setting. 
 

Note: The University reserves the right to cancel a course where enrollment is less than 9 students. 
 

** Please contact 705-748-1011 ext. 7757 or ext. 1260 if you have any questions** 
 

IMPORTANT Dates & Reminders: 
 

 Student Registration & Course selection will open:  Monday, January 28, 2019 at 9am 
 

 Parents and educators will need to use the internet to access the registration program via 
http://www.trentenrichmentprogram.ca website. The Student’s name, school, contact information and 
other personal data will be entered.  Courses will also be requested during this process. Please do not 
Google this website or use any other search engine; it is not searchable and may take you to incorrect 
pages. FULL INSTRUCTIONS were included in the Student Invitation Letter. 
 

o Our online registration system awards seats based on a First Come/First Serve basis dependent 
on the date and time stamp your course selections are Submitted.   

o It will attempt to place a student in each of their top 4 choices before looking to 4 alternative 
choices.  On this premise, we cannot guarantee which order that a student will receive their 
courses, but every effort will be made to award them at least one of their top choice courses. 

o Pay attention to the Session Availability listed for each course.   
 

 Student registration & course selection will close on February 22, 2019 at 3pm for all schools 
 
 The School must receive full payment by February 25th, 2019 in order for Teachers to approve your 

student for the Course Allocation process. 
 

 Beginning March 20th, 2019, registrants will be able to log in to their account and review their Course 
Schedule 
 

 

We look forward to welcoming you to 
Trent Enrichment Program 2019 

 
 

 

http://www.trentenrichmentprogram.ca/
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Program Information 
 
Note: Students should bring their own pencils, pens and note paper. 
 

Daily Arrival: 
 

Registration will take place in the lobby of the Wenjack Theatre at Otonabee College. Registration will begin at 
8:00am and conclude at 8:30am. If bussing is not provided by the school, students can be dropped off each day 
at the Wenjack Theatre Entrance, Parking Lot R. Students must be picked up from the same location each day 
by 3:45pm. (A map is located at the back of this booklet).  All students must sign-in and sign-out each day. 
 

Chaperones who are not bussed will be provided with a Parking Pass once they have signed in. 
 

Welcome & Orientation: 
 

Takes place daily at 8:30am in the Wenjack Theatre. During orientation students will meet and sit with other 
students in their AM course. At the conclusion of each orientation session all students and chaperones will be 
escorted to their appropriate classrooms by conference staff.  
 

Day Schedule:  
 

Daily Registration Opens   8:00am 
Welcome at Wenjack    8:30am to 8:45am 
Travel to Classroom    8:45am to 9:00am 
AM Block     9:00am to 11:45am (with a short break) 
Lunch meet with School Chaperone  11:45am to 12:30pm 
Wenjack: into new course groups  12:30pm 
Travel to Classroom    12:30pm 12:45pm  
PM Block     12:45pm to 3:30pm (with a short break) 
Sign-out with School Chaperone  3:30pm to 3:45pm 
 

Lunch Facilities:  
 

Lunch is not provided. Students are encouraged to bring a litter-less lunch from home although the Cafeteria 
will be open for those who choose to purchase their lunch. All students must check-in with their school 
chaperone in their designated area, and may not leave campus. Chaperones from each respective school will 
be in attendance at this time to ensure appropriate conduct from students. Attendance will be taken following 
the lunch period in each course. 
 

Support Staff:  
 

Conference Staff will be available throughout the program to assist with any problems/concerns that you might 
have. Please feel free to call upon the staff should the need arise. Each School Board is to provide chaperones 
for supervision of the students during at a ratio of 1:12 for supervision each entire day of the program. 

 
 

For Urgent matters during the Program please contact the  
Trent University Conference and Hospitality Administrative Office at (705) 748-1260 
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TRENT ENRICHMENT PROGRAM 2019 - COURSE TABLE OF CONTENTS 
*please refer to the course descriptions to see which sessions the courses are offered* 
 

Arts (Visual, Performing & Applied) 
11 Beginner Wilderness Skills 
12  Chinese in Action – Introduction of the Chinese Martial Art – Gong Fu 
13  Get Creative – Art Fundamentals 
14  Unlock the Mystery of Oak Island 
15  Passion for Fashion 
16  Improving Concentration through Yoga Practice 
 

Cultural Studies 
21  Learning about Social Justice through Street Art 
22  Chinese Strategic Games – Xiang Qi – Chinese Chess 
23  Games, Gaming, Gamers – an Introduction to Game Studies 
24  The View from the Gutters: A Social History of Comic Books 
25  Discover Spanish: A hands on Introduction 
26  Dancing with the Dragon 
 

Education 
31  Me, Myself and I – Responsible Digital Citizenship 
 

Environmental Studies  
41 Building a Relationship with Turtle Island 
42  The Hidden Life of Trees  
 

History   
51  Notorious, Prodigious, and Famous – Children: Youth in History 
52  Bridging the Gap between Canadian and Indigenous Studies with healing Art 
53  So, You Want to Be an Adult? Surviving Childhood throughout History 
 

Social Science   
61  Loving Ourselves While We Love the World 
62  The real life of an archaeologist (we dont dig up dinosaurs)  
63  Can You Trick Your Psyche 
 

STEM Programs (Science, Technology, Engineering, Mathematics) 
71  AsSAuLT Where does all the road salt go? 
72  Understanding Animal Behaviour  
73  Scratch Programming for Fun and Games 
74  CSI Trent: What you dont see on T.V. 
75  Analyzing Advil and Tylenol 
76  The Power of Isotopes 
77  Chess and Logic 
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Arts (Visual, Performing & Applied) 
 

11 Beginner Wilderness Skills 
We will explore a variety of basic bushcraft skills and crafts that will be determined closer to the date but could 
include fire making, animal tracking, plant medicine, bush tea, weaving, basket making, games that help us get 
to know our ecosystem. 

 

*Come prepared for the weather of the day, wear pants and close-toed shoes 
**Participants must disclose any allergies (ingested or contact) during the registration process. 

 
Instructor: Jasmine Harrison 
B.A. Indigenous Environmental Studies, Wild Deer Adult Wilderness skills training, Forest School educator with 
Jumping Mouse PTBO and Evergreen Brickworks 

  
 Available Session 1 Yes  
 Available Session 2 Yes  

 

12 Chinese in Action-Introduction of the Chinese Martial Art-Gong Fu 
“Being Martial means to stop using weapons or to disarm.”, “The soft can conquer the hard.”,  “If your mind is 
upright, the lines you draw should be straight.” 

 How do these traditional sayings of Chinese culture sound to someone like you who have been brought up in 
the western society and environment? Do you know that Chinese Kung Fu is not merely a skin deep of being 
used to fight,or self defence? The philosophy behind it has shaped highly achieved Chinese people till this very 
21st century. Take the course to find out how this immemorial culture is integrated into contemporary Chinese 
peoplersquos life in an active way, and experience the Chinese culture first hand by learning a set of Kung Fu 
movements to form your own conclusion.   
 
Instructor: Shaoling Wang 
The Excellence in Teaching Award recipient in 2009 at Trent, Shaoling has a BA.in English, MA in Linguistics and 
PhD. in Chinese Linguistics and Pedagogy. Prior to coming to Trent. Dr. Wang taught in many leading universities 
and institutions including Harvard University, Wellesley College, University of Hawaii and University of Vermont 
Summer Language institute in the U.S. and University of Toronto Scarborough in Canada. In 2007, Dr. Wang 
initiated a Chinese language program at Trent and has continued developing and promoting Chinese language 
and culture courses and activities in both Trent Peterborough and Trent Durham.  

 
 Available Session 1 Yes  
 Available Session 2 Yes  
 

13 Get Creative Art Fundamentals 
This course offers key visual art fundamentals in a fun and creative atmosphere. In this class we will be 
exploring a wide variety of media, including drawing, painting and sculptural techniques. Students will be given 
an opportunity to put these techniques to use while we share ideas and create. This course is open to anyone 
who wants to make art, no experience required. 
 
Instructor: Kaitlyn Andrews 
This is Kaitlyn’s 6th year instructing the Visual Arts course for the Enrichment Program. She majored in 
Psychology at Trent University and Graduated with Honours at Haliburton School of the Arts. She is a 
photographer, workshop instructor and Artisan. Art has always been a huge part of Kaitlyn’s life and she is 
always so excited to share it with others. 
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 Available Session 1 Yes  
 Available Session 2 Yes 

 

14 Unlock the Mystery of Oak Island 
Imagine yourself in 1795 exploring Oak Island off the east coast of Nova Scotia. Suddenly you come across a 
circular depression in the ground. Above it is an old pulley hanging from an oak tree. Your imagination is fired 
and hope soars as you wonder about hidden treasure. So, begin the journey that has captivated thousands of 
people including Kings, Royalty, a US President, corporations and treasure seekers. What is buried underground 
on Oak Island?  

Join in the exploration of facts and fantasy surrounding the worlds longest unsolved treasure mystery. What do 
you think? Should people today continue to dig on Oak Island, or should the mystery remain a secret? 
Participants will be encouraged to look at the mystery creatively by engaging in fun drama games, role playing 
and make believe.  
 
Instructor: Cathy Rowland and Patrick Moore 
C. Rowland was the founder of the Integrated Arts Program at PCVS which is now at TASS. She is a specialized 
Drama and Visual Arts Teacher, and former instructor for Integrated Arts in Education at Trent. Patrick Moore is 
a Visual Artist, and he works for the Artists in School Program.   

 
 Available Session 1 Yes  
 Available Session 2 Yes  
 

15 Passion for Fashion 
An Introductory guide to how womens fashion has served as a text to the moral and economic situations of the 
historical periods in which they were worn. A look at the major influencers of the fashion industry, including 
Lady Lucille Duff Gordon, Coco Channel, and their celebrities. Stories on fashion disasters, deadly fashion and 
the role of the society pages will be discussed. Students will be able to explain how fashion has played a role in 
the shaping of politics and morals for women in the early part of 20th century North America and England. 
There are hands on components to design where students will make their own fashions to discuss and put in 
context. Design challenges and games will also be included with materials to make fashions provided.      
 
Instructor: Magdelena Samulski, Masters Student- Public Texts 
Magdelena is a Masters student here at Trent, and a Teaching Assistant for a wide variety of courses in the 
2018-2019 Academic Year. Magdelena is the currently leader of the Edge- volunteer youth program. 

  
Available Session 1 Yes  

 Available Session 2 Yes 

 

16 Improving Concentration through Yoga Practice 
This courses teaches students techniques for improving concentration. The course provides an introduction to 
yoga postures and breath control, as well as learning simple phrases (mantras) and hand gestures (mudras). 
The course involves hands-on practice, discussion and an opportunity for reflection. 
 
Instructor: Lisa Fortner, instructor 
Lisa has completed her Kids Yoga certification, 500-hour Yoga Teacher, Comprehensive Yoga Therapist 
certification, and Fitness Instructor Specialist certification. She is currently pursuing Bachelor of Arts, Psychology 
- expected completion July 2018. Lisa has experience teaching yoga since 2011 and teaching the Together in 
Movement and Exercise program since 2018. She has been teaching at the Abilities Centre since 2012. She also 
has experience teaching a pre-employment program for youth between the ages of 15 and 29, as well as 
academic upgrading and college preparation to adults. 
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 Available Session 1 Yes  
 Available Session 2 Yes 

 
Cultural Studies 
 

21 Learning about Social Justice through Street Art 
This course will introduce students to social justice issues, within a Canadian context, through street art. 
Students will learn about various forms of street art (stickers, stencils, wheatpaste, yarnbombing and so on) 
while having an opportunity to analyze and discuss the meaning of the messages found in the examples shown 
in the course. Participants will also have an opportunity to create their own wheatpaste posters and stickers 
focused on social justice issues of their choice.  A discussion on how street art is considered vandalism when 
created illegally will also be included. The learning outcomes for this course include developing students critical 
thinking skills, increasing understanding surrounding the concepts of inequity and privilege, and engaging in 
alternative literacies through the analysis, discussion and creation of street art. 
 
Instructor: Anna Augusto Rodrigues  
Anna has a PhD in Education-Language, Culture and Teaching, from York University.  Her doctoral dissertation 
focused on exploring street art as a feminist literacy practice and as a form of informal education. She also has a 
background in media having worked in the print and broadcast industry for almost two decades. Anna taught at 
an Ontario college for twelve years and during that time developed, designed and delivered a variety of courses. 
She currently teaches one course in the Child and Youth Studies program at Trent University - Durham and 
works full time as an Instructional Designer at York University.   
 
 Available Session 1 No  
 Available Session 2 Yes 

 

22 Chinese Strategic Game-Xiang Qi- Chinese Chess 
This course will be unfolded with some background of the development of Chinese Chess through history, the 
significance of Chinese chess to Chinese people and the philosophy behind the game.  After the introduction, 
students will learn how to play Chinese chess and form groups to compete with each other.  Through the 
course, students will learn some important phrases in Chinese that can be applied to daily conversation 
associated with Chinese chess. If you love to challenge your intelligence, this is definitely the course for you 
 
Instructor: Shaoling Wang 
The Excellence in Teaching Award recipient in 2009 at Trent, Shaolinghas a BA.in English, MA in Linguistics and 
PhD. in Chinese Linguistics and Pedagogy. Prior to coming to Trent. Dr. Wang taught in many leading universities 
and institutions including Harvard University, Wellesley College, University of Hawaii and University of Vermont 
Summer Language institute in the U.S. and University of Toronto Scarborough in Canada.     In 2007, Dr. Wang 
initiated a Chinese language program at Trent and has continued developing and promoting Chinese language 
and culture courses and activities in both Trent Peterborough and Trent Durham. 

 
 Available Session 1 Yes  
 Available Session 2 Yes  
 

23 Games Gaming Gamers: an Introduction to Game Studies 
From sophisticated board games like Settlers of Catan, to all-encompassing virtual worlds like World of 
Warcraft, games/gaming/gamers have entered the mainstream. We’ve come a long way from Monopoly and 
Super Mario Bros. Whether it is a designer board game or a massively multi-player online game (MMO), games 
have become a cultural phenomenon in their own right.  
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This course will provide a history of games/gaming/gamers in North America with a focus on cultural 
significance: what can the games we play and our gaming habits tell us about what we value, how we think, 
and who we are? 

 Through short lecture sessions and discussion paired with interactive game play, students turned gamers will 
reflect on their own gaming experience and critically engage with popular culture, connecting the cultural 
significance of games/gaming/gamers to issues in aesthetics, economics, politics, and ethics. 
 
Instructor: Self-proclaimed Game Master Dorothea Hines, Cultural Studies 
Dorthea completed her B.A. from the University of Toronto Fine Art and Art History and College Diploma from 
Sheridan Institute of Technology, Multidisciplinary, and Interdisciplinary Arts. Combining theory and practice, 
she completed her M.A. Theory, Culture and Politics at Trent University with an emphasis on performative 
writing, live performance, and documentation. She is currently continuing her research and practice at the 
doctorate level in Trents Cultural Studies Ph.D. program. She has taught students at the secondary, 
postsecondary, and undergraduate levels and is excited to share her current research interest, 
games/gaming/gamers, with a focus on active learning. 

 
 Available Session 1 Yes  
 Available Session 2 Yes 

 

24 The View from the Gutters: A Social History of Comic Books 
This course takes a multidisciplinary approach to viewing Western culture and history through the lens of comic 
books, and should be of great interest to anyone looking to learn more about the comics medium and its place 
as a cultural influencer. Each day will focus upon a different important work of comics storytelling, spanning the 
past century with a broad range of genres and creators. By placing the work in its historical context, the comics 
will serve as a framing device through which we examine a diverse range of topics which informed or were 
informed by the comic, including the immigrant experience, civil rights, and gender issues, among many others. 
Whether you’re a seasoned comics reader, or are brand new to the medium, this course will be sure to 
fascinate and provoke. 
 
Instructor: Aaron King and Dani Richardson co-instructors 
Artist and graphic designer Aaron King studied at Mount Allison University and the University of Ottawa before 
pursuing a different education entirely, at Toronto’s acclaimed Max the Mutt College of Animation, Art and 
Design. There, he learned how to create comic books under the tutelage of such industry professionals as Dave 
Ross (Marvel’s Iron Man; Dark Horse’s Star Wars) and Andy Belanger (IDW’s Kill Shakespeare DC’s Swamp 
Thing). At Haliburton’s Rails End Gallery and Arts Centre, Aaron taught for several years as a community arts 
animator, leading childrens experiential arts education. He curated a blog about comics called Gutterball Special, 
and has provided extensive freelance illustration and graphic design to local Peterborough businesses and Trent 
University student groups. His favourite comics character is Cyclops. 
 
Dani Richardson is presently a graduate student in Trent Universitys Masters of Sustainability Studies program, 
focusing on food waste. She has had the pleasure of leading children’s experiential learning on a variety of 
topics, including as Oxfam Teaching Garden Assistant and Instructor of Edible Science with Trent Enrichment 
Program. Her favourite comics character is Hellcat (AKA Patsy Walker). 

 
 Available Session 1 Yes  
 Available Session 2 Yes  
 

25 Discover Spanish: A Hands-On Introduction 
Students will be introduced to the basics of understanding, speaking, reading and writing the Spanish language 
as well as some aspects of the culture of Spanish speaking countries and people, including music and dance. 
Through a variety of activities, students will learn to distinguish Spanish sounds, practice basic vocabulary and 
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language structures, read short texts, create and perform dialogues and learn some dance steps. 
 
Instructor: Daniela Leal, ungraduate student. Faculty contact Karen McMullin, Spanish Instructor, Trent Centre 
for Language and Linguistics 
Daniela Leal is an undergraduate student from Honduras in her third year of a Joint Major in International 
Development Studies and Cultural Studies at Trent. 

 
 Available Session 1 Yes  
 Available Session 2 Yes 

 

26 Dancing with the Dragon 
Here is a wonderful opportunity for you to explore the land, the people, the music, the traditions, and the 
celebrations of a country with over 5,000 years history. Learn some basic pronunciations and daily 
conversations in Chinese Mandarin, which is spoken by more than a quarter of the world population. Try your 
hand at writing your own name in Chinese calligraphy and some basic strokes of Chinese characters. Practice a 
fun Tai Chi. Enjoy a Green Tea party with chopsticks at the end of the class. 
 
Instructor: Weiwen Zhou 
Weiwen Graduated from Yunnan Teachers University and Yunnan Education College in China. Has been teaching 
Chinese mandarin and Cultures since 1997. Weiwen taught for Kawartha Pine Ridge District School Board Class 
connections Centre, Trent University Culture Study Program, and Enrichment Program. 

 
 Available Session 1 Yes  
 Available Session 2 Yes  
 

Education 
 

31 Me, Myself and I Responsible Digital Citizenship 
Who are we when we’re online? We can be a superhero while gaming, a comedian on Snapchat and a critic on 
Twitter. To prevent our virtual selves from taking on a life of their own, it’s important to create and control a 
positive identity in online communities. Through interactive videos and hands-on-teamwork, students will learn 
the rights and responsibilities of a good digital citizen and how to apply these skills within the core concepts of 
media literacy, including privacy protection, propaganda, and advertising. 
 
Instructor: Patricia Maitland 
Patricia Maitland is a journalist, television producer and freelance media literacy instructor who brings behind-
the-scenes examples to illustrate the positive benefits of the digital world as well as the potential pitfalls. She is 
also an actor and director in community theatre and an improv comedy performer. 

 
 Available Session 1 Yes  
 Available Session 2 Yes 
 

Environmental Studies 
 

41 Building a Relationship with Turtle Island 
Join us in the tipi and in the marsh as we participate and share in activities that will help bring us to a greater 
understanding of our place on Turtle Island and, more specifically, Nogojiwanong (Peterborough). Working with 
Indigenous understandings of mishikan (turtles) and nibi (water), we’ll engage with Indigenous science to gain 
deeper appreciation of biodiversity, water health and wetland habitats. Working with STEM models of 
education, we’ll provide a space for students to look at the natural world through new eyes. Join TRACKS for 
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some time out on the land, connecting with our surrounding ecosystems. 

 

*Come prepared for the weather of the day, wear pants and close-toed shoes 
**Participants must disclose any allergies (ingested or contact) during the registration process. 
 
Instructor: TRACKS Youth Program (Indigenous Environmental Science Studies) 
TRACKS (Trent Aboriginal Cultural Knowledge and Science) is an educational program which provides hands-on 
experiences for youth interested in the intersections of Indigenous and western sciences. TRACKS is based out of 
the Indigenous Environmental Studies and Sciences Program (IESS) of Trent University, under the umbrella of 
the Kawartha World Issues Centre and supported by First Peoples House of Learning. TRACKS consists of two 
distinct but connected programs: Outreach & Education and Oshkwazin Indigenous Youth Leadership Program.   
This course will be put on by TRACKS Outreach & Education instructors that are specialists in science and 
Indigenous cultural knowledge who have significant experience in facilitating dynamic hands-on activities that 
weave together these two ways of understanding the world.  

 
 Available Session 1 Yes  
 Available Session 2 Yes  
 

42 The Hidden Life of Trees 
This course is all about forests! Canada is known around the world for its forests, we have some of the biggest 
trees, biggest forests and biggest forest animals in the world! In this course we will learn about forest science 
and how scientists measure forests to see how healthy they are and how well they are growing. What better 
way to learn than by doing, after a quick presentation we will head out to the woods with our vests full of 
forestry tools so we can measure these forests on our own. We will learn how to identify tree species, measure 
how tall a tree is, count thousands of trees really fast and lots more! Looking forward to seeing everyone out in 
the woods! 
 

*Come prepared for the weather of the day, wear pants and close-toed shoes 
**Participants must disclose any allergies (ingested or contact) during the registration process. 

 
Instructor: Patrick Levasseur 
Patrick is currently a PhD student here at Trent University. His research focuses on forest soils and forestry up in 
Sudbury, Ontario, and Patrick has assisted with a number of Enrichment programs in the past including Missing 
the trees for the forest with Dr. Shaun Watmough last year. That course will serve as the outline for the course 
next spring.  

 
 Available Session 1 Yes  
 Available Session 2 Yes 

 

History 
 

51 Notorious, Prodigious, and Famous – Children: Youth in History 
We will discover and explore several historical case studies through the lens of childhood, children, and youth. 
We will map the changing conceptions of childhood along with how children and youth have shaped their 
everyday worlds in history. Students will also learn some basics of doing historical research - who we research, 
why we research them, and what we can learn about young peoples influences on the adult worlds in which 
they lived. Students will be expected to actively engage and participate when learning some basic historical 
methods of study. Cases studies are likely to include Mozart, Joan of Arc, Billy the Kid, Leopold &Loeb, Anne 
Frank, Steven Truscott, Priscilla Presley, Bobby Fischer, Michael Jackson, Nadia Comaneci & Omar Khadr.  
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Instructor: Dr. James Onusko 
Ph.D. in Canadian Studies from Trent. Assistant Professor Limited Term Appointment in Canadian Studies at 
Trent University. Instructor in University Studies at Northern Lakes College 

 
 Available Session 1 Yes  
 Available Session 2 Yes  
 

52 Bridging the Gap between Canadian and Indigenous Studies with healing Art 
Students will learn both sides of the story of Indian Residential Schools. After a question and answer period, 
students will engage in 2 arts activities, one music, the other visual art. Activities will include a drumming 
session/Learning a healing song, and an art activity. 
 
Instructor: Juanita Spears  Pamela Forgrave  Marissa Magneson. Canadian and Indigenous Studies 
 
Available Session 1 Yes  

 Available Session 2 Yes 

 

53 So, You Want to Be an Adult? Surviving Childhood throughout History 
This course is designed to teach students about the lives of children and adolescents throughout history. The 
focus of the material will be social and cultural, exploring the daily responsibilities and freedoms of young 
people throughout four distinct time periods and geographic regions the Roman Empire (c. 200BCE to 400BCE), 
late Imperial China (c. 960 BCE to 1500 BCE), nineteenth century Argentina, and the mid-twentieth century 
United States. For each case study, students will learn about young people’s work, leisure activities, education, 
as well as their family bonds and friendships. Special care will be taken to present different experiences of 
children according to class, gender, and race. Each section will include interactive tasks to keep students 
engaged and gain a better understanding of the material. By the end of the lesson, students will have a good 
understanding of how the roles and responsibilities of young people are shaped by society, with specific 
historical information from four distinct time periods and geographic regions across history. 
 
Instructor: Michelle Arentsen, History Department 
Michele is a second-year History master’s student at Trent University. Michelle’s research focuses on the lives of 
juvenile delinquents in eighteenth century England, with a particular interest in the experiences of 
institutionalized youth. Before coming to Trent, Michelle spent four months working in a local high school in 
Spain helping students in grade 7 and 8 improve their oral English skills. For the past two years, Michelle has 
taught small first-year seminars for history classes at Trent. 

 
 Available Session 1 Yes  
 Available Session 2 Yes  
 

Social Science 

 

61 Loving Ourselves While We Love the World 
The world can be an overwhelming place. Many people spend time volunteering, getting involved in politics, 
learning about the challenges related to social inequality and climate. While we need to stay engaged in order 
to make our communities stronger, we have a responsibility toward ourselves too, so we can remain balanced 
and healthy. Based on the instructors recent exploration in Reggio Emilia, this course will be influenced by the 
Reggio Emilia concept of one hundred languages, and look at balancing the issues that are important to us - like 
family and school responsibilities, politics and social justice, environmental issues, and reconciliation alongside 
self-care strategies, by blending ethics, aesthetics and politics into our school, work, and personal lives to 
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create a more whole self.  

We will spend part of the workshop exploring issues based on interests in the room, weighing our own 
responsibilities and burdens, and reflecting on our personal signs of stress, then balance the workshop by 
spending part of the time sharing and exploring self-care strategies like laughter, art, connecting to nature, 
exploring senses like taste, sight, smell, and sound, and practicing mindful activities.The setting at Trent 
University will allow us to spend part of the workshop outdoors, so please dress for the weather 
 
Instructor: Hanah McFarlane, M.Ed 
Hanah Howlett McFarlane is the Communications Coordinator for Compass Early Learning Care. She also 
volunteers with Council of Canadians, Pulse Street Festival, Peterborough Folk Festival, and Market Hall 
Performing Arts Centre. Hanah is an advocate for social justice, and strives to make the world a better place 
through strategic and sustainable efforts to support equity for all members of her community. She is a 
connector, linking people to causes that matter to them in order to create meaningful change. She is currently 
completing a Masters in Educational Studies at Trent University, focusing on Indigenous-Settler relationships and 
land-based learning in educational settings. When not busy in the community, she and her partner Evan and 
their dog Gus enjoy a simple life, living in Peterborough, and spending time growing their own food at her family 
farm. 

 
 Available Session 1 Yes  
 Available Session 2 Yes 

 

62 The real life of an archaeologist (we dont dig up dinosaurs) 
Ever watched cool movies like Indiana Jones and Tomb Raider and thought to yourself - wow that seems like a 
really fun job! Well it is! However, the real life of an archaeologist is different than what you see on television… 

 Learn how to use scientific methods to understand how people of the past lived and interacted with the world 
around them. People have lived in Ontario for approximately 12,000 years. Over that time, they have left 
behind many remnants of their day-to-day lives including the tools they used, the food they ate and their daily 
activities. 

 In this course you will have the chance to excavate and interpret your very own mock archaeological site. 
Students will have an opportunity to handle artifacts such as stone tools, bones (animal and human) and 
ceramics. Learn how to identify and care for artifacts and skeletal remains and solve the mystery of an 
archaeological site. 
 
Instructor: Jen Newton Department of Anthropology and Emily Meikle 
Emily Meikle is an Archaeological Field Director at Archaeological Services Inc. in Toronto and has worked 
extensively in youth outdoor education and community engagement with archaeological collections. She has a 
BA in Anthropology and English Literature and a Master of Museum Studies. Emily has worked on archaeological 
sites in Ontario and Alaska. 
 
 Jen Newton is an instructor in the Department of Anthropology at Trent University and the Indigenous Relations 
Coordinator at Archaeological Services Inc. in Toronto. She has a BA in Kinesiology and Health Sciences, MSc in 
Forensic and Biological Anthropology, PhD in bioarchaeology, and has worked on archaeological sites in Canada, 
Thailand and Cambodia. 

 
 Available Session 1 Yes  
 Available Session 2 No  
 

63 Can You Trick Your Psyche 
Students will learn about several mental processes and how these can be tricked by the psyche using optical 
illusions, hypnosis and meditation. 
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Instructor: Nancy Featherstone 
Retired Coordinator of Elementary Curriculum and Program Services for the Wellington Catholic District School 
Board, professor of psychology-Durham College, teacher educator, author and instructor, Enrichment Program -  
Trent University 

 
 Available Session 1 Yes  
 Available Session 2 Yes 

 

STEM Programs 
 

71 AsSAuLT Where does all the road salt go 
Road salts are applied in large quantities to our roads to maintain safe driving conditions, but did you ever 
wonder where all of the road salt goes after winter?  In this course, students will measure the salt content of 
streams on Trent’s campus and trace the pathway that road salt follows after snow melt.  We will do a taste 
test (using drinking water) to find out whether our taste buds agree with Health Canada’s aesthetic objective 
for chloride in drinking water.  Students will don hip waders and do a kick and sweep in a local creek to collect 
benthic macro-invertebrates.  We’ll identify the specimens under the microscope and learn how aquatic 
organisms can inform us about water quality.    

 

*Come prepared for the weather of the day, wear pants and close-toed shoes 
**Participants must disclose any allergies (ingested or contact) during the registration process. 

 
Instructor: Tahereh Boloori 
 

 Available Session 1 Yes  
 Available Session 2 Yes  

72 Understanding Animal Behaviour 
Behavioural ecology is the study of animal behaviour in the context of ecology and evolution. The goal of this 
course is to not only introduce students to interesting behaviours, but to teach students to think critically about 
them. Through group activities and lectures the students will become familiar with behavioural economics, that 
is how animals make decisions about their behaviours.  Students should bring with them their phones, 
enthusiasm, and willingness to have fun 
 
Instructor: Sarah Jamieson- Biology CUPE 
Sarah has a PhD in biology (behavioral ecology) and a certificate in University Teaching and Learning.  She has 
taught Behavioural Ecology and Ornithology. Sarah is passionate about making learning fun. 

 
 Available Session 1 Yes  
 Available Session 2 Yes 

73 Scratch Programming for Fun and Games 
This course provides students with an introduction to computer programming through creating a simple 
computer game using the free, web-based programming language Scratch.  
 
Instructor: Jamie Mitchell 
Jamie has a B.SCH in Computer Science, M.Sc in Big Data Analytics, has spent 15 years as a Lab Demonstrator & 
Session Instructor for the department of Computing and Information Systems 

 
 Available Session 1 Yes  
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 Available Session 2 Yes  
 

74 CSI Trent: What you dont see on T.V. 
This forensic science-based course will cover the science behind various fields in forensic science including, 
fingerprinting, genetics, impressions and bloodstain pattern analysis.  This introductory course will cover 
forensic science principles in a manner that is comprehensible to students with a very limited forensic or 
science background. Each topic and technique will be paired with a fun interactive activity tied to a case given 
to the classes. It will be up to students to analyse the evidence and use results to solve the case 
 
Instructor: Erin Prewer  Cassie DeFrancesco – ENLS/Forensic science department 
Erin Prewer is a graduate of Trent University’s Forensic Science program, who after graduating continued her 
education by pursuing a PhD Degree in Environmental and Life Sciences at Trent with a specialisation in Cell 
Biology and Genetics. During her PhD work she has been a teaching assistant for introductory forensic science 
courses as well as laboratory DNA forensic courses. She has also been a coordinator for the Trent University 
Forensic Science Camp that leads high school students interested in pursuing forensic science as a career 
through crime scene investigations, evidence analysis and presenting evidence in court as well as a Forensic 
science continuing education course at Trent University.  

 
 Available Session 1 Yes  
 Available Session 2 Yes 

75 Analyzing Advil and Tylenol 
Many of us have taken Tylenol and Advil when we are sick, but most of us probably haven’t thought much 
about the chemistry of these medicines.  

In this course, students will learn about acetaminophen and ibuprofen, the active ingredients in Tylenol and 
Advil.  Students will learn how to extract these compounds from pills and tablets using a mortar and pestle and 
rubbing alcohol.  Students will then analyze their solutions on a mass spectrometer, a specialized instrument 
that analyzes compounds based on mass, in Trents Water Quality Centre. 
 
Instructor: Naomi Stock 
Naomi Stock is a Senior Research Scientist in the Water Quality Centre at Trent University and has expertise in 
Environmental Organic Mass Spectrometry.  She is also an Adjunct Professor in the Department of Chemistry 
and teaches analytical chemistry.  She has three children ages 8, 11 and 14 who like to do science experiments in 
her kitchen 

 
 Available Session 1 Yes  
 Available Session 2 Yes 
 

76 The Power of Isotopes 
You find a strange looking rock in a field and wonder if it could be a meteorite, but how would you know for 
sure? How did scientists determine the age of the earth? Did lead poisoning contribute to the failure of the 
Franklin Arctic expedition? Can an environmental pollutant be traced to a specific source? These and many 
other questions can be answered using isotopes. This course will introduce students to the concept of atomic 
structure, elements and their isotopes, and how isotope ratios can be measured using mass spectrometry. 
Isotope ratio analysis will be explored in the context of medicine, cosmochemistry, and earth, environmental 
and forensic science. Students will also have the opportunity to tour Trent University’s Water Quality Centre 
and see the instruments used to unlock the power of isotopes first-hand. 
 
Instructor: Dr Karla Newman 
Karla Newman is a Research Scientist in the Water Quality Centre at Trent University. She is also an Adjunct 
Faculty member of the Environmental and Life Sciences (EnLS) graduate program and course instructor in the 
Department of Chemistry at Trent University, and has been a classroom presenter with Scientists in School (a 
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non-profit organization bringing STEM workshops to Grades K to 8).    
 
 Available Session 1 Yes  
 Available Session 2 Yes 
 

77 Chess and Logic 
The game of Chess is one of the oldest and most popular strategy games in the world, played in every country 
by over 600 million people. Today Chess is considered not only a game, but also a science, an art, a sport, and 
even a form of training for war.  In this course students will be introduced to the rules, the strategy, the history 
and the fun of Chess.  We will focus above all on the role that Logic plays in Chess.  Logic is the study of how to 
think and reason well.  After a brief introduction to the game of Chess and the science of Logic, students will 
work together on Chess problems and learn how the rules of Logic can be applied to solve them.  At the end of 
the course, students will have time to play games of Chess together.      
 
Instructor: Michael Hickson 
Michael Hickson is an Associate Professor in the Department of Philosophy at Trent, where he regularly teaches 
courses in Logic and the History of Philosophy.  In his spare time he plays chess online and at the Peterborough 
Chess Club.  He has offered several courses on Chess to local kids both at Trent and at the Peterborough Public 
Library. 

 
 Available Session 1 Yes  
 Available Session 2 Yes  
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